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With the passage of Issue 107 in November 2016, the 
voters of the Berea City School District awarded our 
district the funds necessary to execute our proposed 
facilities plan. The execution of the plan began almost 
immediately with the creation of design committees to 
bring the plan to life. To keep our community informed 
of the progress, we have updated our website with 
construction news, conducted numerous forums, 
and had regular updates and presentations at Board 
meetings over the past 18 months. As we conclude the 
2017-18 school year, the Board would like to share a 
broad overview of the projects:

Big Creek Elementary School 
In July 2017, the Board of Education, through its 
Construction Manager at Risk (CMR), awarded contracts 
for various improvements consisting of window 
replacements and HVAC and electrical upgrades. All 
work should be completed by the start of school on 
August 23, 2018.  

Berea-Midpark Middle School
In July 2017, the CMR began work on window replacements 
and HVAC and electrical upgrades and the construction of 
a connector to expand the footprint of the middle school. 
The majority of that work will be completed in time to 
welcome students on August 23, 2018. 

New Brook Park Elementary School
The Administration and Board recently became aware 
of a completion date later than the originally planned 
August 2019. The new completion date is scheduled for 
December 2019. 

The initial plan was to build the new elementary 
school behind the existing building, with construction 
beginning in Spring 2018. The challenge was how to 
integrate the existing auditorium into that design. The 
best solution was to rebuild on the current footprint of 

Ford Intermediate School and tie into the auditorium 
directly. As this requires abatement and demolition of 
the current building before any construction can begin, 
it was necessary to wait for the completion of the 2017-
18 school year, thus pushing our completion date to 
December 2019. The Board considered several other 
options to finish the school sooner but none proved to 
be fiscally prudent.

New High School
The High School project will start in the middle of June 
2018 with an early site package. The balance of the 
project will be awarded, through the CMR, in late August 
2018. Due to design changes that were made earlier 
this year to accommodate the requests of residents as 
well as the City, the current project schedule calls for 
a “phased” opening. The first phase will be in August 
2020 as originally planned, when all of the academic 
classrooms will be done and available to students and 
staff. The second phase, to be completed in November 
2020, will include the gym, auditorium and music spaces. 
Please note that these spaces in the current high school 
will be utilized in the interim. Lastly, the demolition of the 
existing high school will follow and the project will be 
complete by August 2021.

The Board of Education is thankful for the community’s 
approval of this significant investment in our district 
facilities. We recognize this is a significant time in our 
district’s history, and while we all look forward to our 
future, we remain committed to our current students 
and stakeholders. We will continue to exercise fiscal 
prudence and protect the funds provided by the 
community for these improvements so we may maximize 
the impact for our students and staff. The district has 
worked to be transparent and will continue to do so 
throughout the remainder of the plan.
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